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English Language

Achievements:

75% of teachers agree that pupils can help each other through the
group work and they cater for learners diversity through grouping.
Rules for working in groups have been established. Grouping
facilitates both learning and teaching. Teachers are able to make use
of flexible grouping according to the nature and purpose of the
activities being carried out.

In the first term, special English programmes for low achievers were
organised in P.1 and P.2. In the second term, Support Team for
Students with Special Educational Needs provided several homework
remedial classes for P.1 and P.2 pupils. Therefore, the resources were
shifted to serve the low achievers in P.4 and P.5. The special English
programmes for low achievers have shown a considerable progression
in academic performance. As shown in the following data, over 60%
low achievers in P.2, P.4 and P.5 have better academic performance.

Assessment Summary of low achievers in P.1, P.2 and P.4 and P.5

Level P.1 P.2 P.4 P.5
Percentage of

pupils getting | 35% 75 % 61.1% 71.4%
improvement

(3 assessments

counted)

The PLP-R/W programme is implemented in P.1. Six big books have
been taught. Each student is given two small books to read in order to
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consolidate the sounds and language structures they learnt during that
week. Teachers introduce writing skills in order to help pupils to
develop an interest in writing. However, the feedback from the
teacher’s survey indicates that only 33.3% of P.1 teachers agree that
PLP-R/W programme can improve the reading and writing abilities of
pupils. Teachers reflected that pupils lost interests when they used the
same big book for reading in reading sessions. In addition, they
lacked the time in doing some useful follow-up with pupils after
writing.
An authentic English speaking environment for both teachers and
students are created through the implementation of English Tuesdays
on which the assembly and morning exercises are conducted in
English, NET and special Part-time NET lessons and recess
interaction.
The development of the language-rich learning environment at school
1s successful through
a. Display of IE posters in English
b. Display of good works
c. Buddy Reading programme (P.2 & P.3)
d. Reading Afternoon (alternate Fridays)
e. Project Learning(P.3, P.4, P.5, & P.6)
f. Level Activity
-P.1 Word games
-P.2 Songs
-P.3 Riddles
-P.4 Crossword puzzles
-P.5 Weather Report
-P.6 Introduction of festivals
The policy of displaying pupils’ good works becomes a regular
practice in order to encourage pupils to write more and write better.
English books are read on alternate Fridays and pupils have developed
their reading habits.
Teachers are able to design a thorough planned task which caters
students’ learning diversity. Two tasks have been submitted to the
PSM (CD) and all the lesson plans and resources have been uploaded

in the school intranet for future retrieval and adaptation.
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Teachers attended professional development activities outside school
actively. Teachers from the whole panel have joined at least one
workshop/seminar and have disseminated what they have learnt in the
co-planning /panel meeting. A sharing atmosphere is nurtured.

The dissemination of good practices among P.1 teachers is effectively
carried out through the co-planning meetings. 100% of P.1 teachers
find the co-planning meetings useful to increase their knowledge in
implementing small class strategies. The classroom routines in small
class teaching have been set up and different small class teaching
strategies have been implemented. From the in-house sharing session,
all P.1 teachers gave positive feedback and found small class teaching
strategies effective in motivating pupils’interests in learning. The
average passing rate of the academic result of P.1 is 89.6% which
achieved the goal of getting 80-85% passing rate.

Reflections:

From teachers’observation, pupils are not confident in speaking
English. Therefore it is recommended to focus on developing pupils’
speaking and listening skills in the next year. It is essential to provide
more activities on listening and speaking so that pupils are
encouraged to have more opportunities to communicate in English.
The school NET needs to play a very important role to create an
authentic situation for them to speak freely. The trained English
Ambassadors will also have a very important part to act too.

In order to strengthen the establishment of the language-rich
environment, it is recommended to hold an English Fun Day and set
up an English corner where pupils can read books or play games in
English.

Not many pupils are interested in the IE posters. It is suggested to
post some useful vocabulary items and structures around school. This
can help pupils to have more exposure in English. Panel chairs can
display materials in English based on different themes / festivals.

To consolidate pupils’ reading habits and to sustain their reading
interest, many reading programmes will continuously be organized.

These include extensive English reading programme, Buddy Reading
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Programme, PLP-R/W and Reading Afternoon. Some reading
strategies should be introduced in the lessons to help pupils learn and
read more independently.

As mentioned before, only 33.3% of P.1 teachers agree that PLP-R/W
programme can improve the reading and writing abilities of pupils.
After discussion with P.1 teachers in the review and evaluation
meeting, it is suggested to teach pupils reading strategies explicitly
and read different reading materials and text types in the coming year.
A school-based adaptation of PLP-R/W programme is needed to save
time to do the follow-up too.
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